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Truth in Taxation
The City’s budget cycle runs on a fiscal year,
beginning July 1st and ending June 30th. This
means that every spring, we go through the
process of approving the budget for the
upcoming year.  Deciding how City money
is to be spent is the most important role the
City Council has.  Each budget year, a term
that you may or may not know comes up;
that term is “Truth in Taxation” or TNT.

Truth in Taxation
Utah’s “Truth in Taxation” laws were
passed in 1985 and are revenue driven,
meaning that the basis for taxation is for an
actual revenue amount and not a fixed rate.
 In an effort to ensure transparency, Utah
law requires “Truth in Taxation” hearings
be held whenever a taxing entity is
considering to collect more revenue than
was collected the previous year, not
including the revenue generated by new
growth (such as the value added from a
new subdivision or a new business).

To keep the numbers simple, let’s just say
that the City received $100,000 from
property taxes last year.  This year,
property values increased and the economy
is healthy; as such, if the City were to assess
the same property tax rate as last year, the
property tax revenue would increase to
$110,000. However, for the City to collect
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that extra $10,000 it would have to go
through the Truth in Taxation process,
which has very specific guidelines in
regards to notifying the public of the
current property tax rate and how much
additional revenue it would bring the City
to maintain that rate. These noticing and
hearing requirements give all residents
the chance to share their opinions on
whether or not the City should take
advantage of the increased home value
assessments, lower the rate, or approve a
rate that will generate the same revenue
as the previous year ($100,000 in this
example), which is called the “Certified
Tax Rate.”   Going through the TNT process
delays the approval of the budget by about
two months in order to give more time for
deliberation and citizen involvement.  If no
Truth in Taxation hearing is held, the City
must use the Certified Tax Rate that will
give them the same $100,000 in property
tax revenues as the previous year.
Confused yet?

For the last few years, our City Council has
opted to go through the Truth in Taxation
process, whether or not it intends to
increase the rate, to allow adequate time
to assess the City’s financial needs.  There
have been some years where we
maintained the rate in order to take
advantage of increased property values
and there have been other years where we
have adopted the Certified Tax Rate to
only collect what we collected the year

before, and there have been others were
we have also adopted a new rate that was
in middle of the two options.  This year, the
City Council has opted once again to go
through the Truth in Taxation process,
which will include a public hearing, and
noticing will take place later this August. If
we maintain the same rate as last year, we
will collect around $30,000 more than the
last fiscal year.  Each year when deciding
whether or not to hold the rate or reduce
the rate the Council will evaluate whether
or not there are any substantial increases
coming up that the City will incur and
needs to plan for.  As many of you know,
we contract our police services out to the
Davis County Sheriff’s Office.  With some of
the changes to how DCSO wants to deal
with their three contract cities, they are
ultimately proposing that we pay
approximately $70,000 more this year for
the same service we received last year.
This year’s budget and Truth in Taxation
discussions will include how best to deal
with our contract with the Sheriff’s Office.
Fortunately, with the new commercial
areas in the City we have some additional
revenue we can put towards the increase,
but the City Council will still ultimately
have to decide if property tax revenues will
be able to contribute to the increase as
well. If any of you are interested in this
process look to attend our City Council
meetings in August for more detailed
information!

- Mayor Erik Craythorne



JUST FOR SENIORS
Each month West Point City holds a lunch for Seniors 55 and older. The cost is $2.00

per person and both residents and non-residents are welcome!

This month’s lunch will be on:

The menu for this month is:
Hot Dogs & Chips

Ice Cream for Dessert

YOU MUST RSVP TO RESERVE A SPOT
Please call City Hall by July 13th at (801) 776-0970

To view the 2019 Senior Lunch Calendar, visit the City Website under
the Community Affairs Page.

July

S M T W T F S

1 2 3 4

Party at
the Point!

5 6

7 8 9 10 11
Planning
Comm.
6 PM

12 13

14 15
Senior Lunch

11:30 AM

16
City Council

6 PM

17 18 19
Movie in the

Park

20

21 22 23 24

Closed

25
Planning
Comm.
6 PM

26 27

28 29 30 31

COMMUNITY AFFAIRS & EVENTS
If you would like more information about the activities listed on this page please contact

Shelby Sargent @ 801-614-5347 or email ssargent@westpointcity.org
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SUMMER CODE REMINDERS

CODE
ENFORCEMENT

CORNER

There are NO watering restrictions currently in
place.

However, in an effort to conserve water, please
consider following the schedule provided by the

DWCC:
If your house number ends in:

0, 1, 2, 3- Water on Monday and Thursday
4, 5, 6- Water on Tuesday and Friday

7, 8, 9- Water on Wednesday and Saturday

Please avoid watering between the
hours of 10 a.m. and 6 p.m.

As a reminder, garbage services for 2019
will be one day late on the weeks that
the following holidays fall before your

regular pick-up date:
New Years - Memorial Day -

Independence Day - Labor Day -
Thanksgiving and Christmas

MEDICARE 101
If you are turning 65, or planning to retire soon, please join
us for one of our free Medicare information classes. Topics
covered are: Eligibility, Enrollment Times, and Benefit Cover-
age options.  Classes are sponsored and presented by Davis

County Health Department's Senior Services Division.  For
more information contact Marissa Black @ 801-525-5082

mblack@co.davis.ut.us

Wed 6/12/19  6:30-7:30 @ Centerville Library
Wed 7/17/19  6:30-7:30 @ Kaysville Library

Wed 8/14/19  6:30-7:30 @ Clearfield Library
Wed 9/11/19  6:30-7:30 @ Centerville Library
Thurs 9/12/19  6:30-7:30 @ Kaysville Library
Wed 10/16/19  6:30-7:30 @ Clearfield Library
Wed 11/13/19  6:30-7:30 @ Centerville Library

PARKS
IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN USING ONE OF THE
CITY’S THREE PARKS, YOU CAN NOW MAKE

BOWERY RESERVATIONS ONLINE!
WWW.WESTPOINTCITY.ORG

ALL PARKS ARE OPEN FROM
8:00 AM - 10:00 PM

DOGS ARE PERMITTED ON A LEASH.
OWNERS ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR ANIMALS,

INCLUDING CLEANING UP AFTER THEM.



RECREATION

COMMUNITY INFORMATION & PROGRAMS
If you would like more information about the activities listed on this page please contact

Shelby Sargent @ 801-614-5347 or email ssargent@westpointcity.org

Most recreation sign-ups can be done online at www.westpointcity.org or
you can stop by City Hall to fill out a registration form.  Some activities require in-person registration at City Hall.

Contact Kelly Ross @ 801-529-3352  or Karly Norwood @ 801-564-7701 for more information on recreation activities and

West Point Military
Memorial Committee

Marv, Chair
801-825-5321

WEST POINT
MILITARY

MEMORIAL

Loy Blake Park
3500 W 550 N

West Point, UT

Registration Dates: June 17th - July 15th

Ages: 7-15 as of August 31st

Cost: $130.00

One of the real downsides of military service is the number of holidays we spend away from home.  During my years of active duty, I spent
four Thanksgivings, three Christmases, five 4th of July’s s, and many other minor events.  More notable I was away for the births of two of our
children and I missed countless birthdays and anniversaries.  On the plus side, Thanksgiving and Christmas dinners in the Navy are always
really excellent meals of turkey and/or ham, with giblets gravy on mashed potatoes and sides of yams, peas, or corn.  Desserts were generally
pie a la Mode.

My experiences are undoubtedly atypical.  Unless they, too, were in the Navy, most others probably look back on meals much less spectacular.
I have talked with a few veterans who remember holiday MRE’s or C-Rations eaten in foxholes or forward outposts of some sort.  But these
reminiscences also got me thinking of how others might have felt on these holidays away from home.

 From a Marine at the front in Viet Nam: “

 From a sailor aboard ship:  “

 From an Airman stationed at a base in Thailand:  “

 From a soldier:  “

 I guess the bottom line would be we are fortunate to be able to celebrate our freedoms in relative peace and with our loved ones.
 Come visit us at our Fourth of July booth at the park!

Registration Dates: July 1st - August 5th

Grades: Pre-K - 6th

Cost: $40.00

Registration Dates: September 2nd - 30th

Grades: 3rd - 9th

Cost: $34.00
Dates: TBD

Are You Registered to Vote?
The 2019 Elections are coming up quick!

Primary: August 13
General: November 5

Visit www.vote.utah.gov

To register and for complete candidate and
voting information!


